Ligneous conjunctivitis: an ophthalmic disease with potentially fatal tracheobronchial obstruction. Laryngeal and tracheobronchial features.
Ligneous conjunctivitis is a rare disease of unknown cause characterized by pseudomembranous, fibrous, woody, plaquelike deposits on the conjunctiva. The disease appears to be hereditary and/or familial. Deposits similar to those found in the eye occur in the larynx, tracheobronchial tree, nose and nasopharynx, and vagina. When these lesions occur in the larynx and tracheobronchial tree, voice change and potentially life-threatening obstruction and pulmonary disease may occur. This paper reports the findings in a child with ligneous conjunctivitis who was followed for 1 1/2 years and who had laryngeal and tracheobronchial involvement with voice change and airway obstruction. The literature is reviewed and the histopathologic findings and endoscopic findings and management of the patient are documented. Because the patient had multiple papillomata of both hands, a possible association with human papillomavirus was suspected but never confirmed.